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30 June 1845

Old Wing [Mission, Holland, MI]

In a letter to William A. Richmond, Acting Superintendent [of] Indian Affairs, Rev. George N.
Smith reported this year that the Native Americans suffered much sickness. There were 42
scholars in his school of which five were white. Smith who had been at the mission now for five
years seemed quite encouraged in the progress made the past year.
An excerpt from a published report in the Grand Rapids Library, gift of Donald Van Reken.

The history of Holland, Michigan begins with the coming
of the many people of Netherlands origin who came in the months
and years following February 1847. Prior to that time there
were other white people as well as Inditals who lived in this
area.
One such settlement was on the north side of what is
now called Lake iqacatawa. This village, Superior, was settled
and was platted on July 2, 1836. The facts are noted in the
1931 book by Leo C. Billie titled Historic Grand Haven and
Ottawa County. Included in this volume is a reproduction of
the plat as well as the 1838 assessment roll of the county
showing the value of the platted land, the two houses and the
sawmill to be $38,950.00. ThOectiN4nt was later abandoned.
In the 1840's there were three white families in this
area and their well known names are Smith, Fairbanks, and
Harrington. George Smith was the Congregational missionary to
the Ottawa Indians of the area and his home was the Old Wing
Mission. Other Indian missions of the time were the Ottawa
Colony (at the rapids of the Grand River) and the Griswold
Colony (in Allegan County south and west of the Ottawa Colony).
Facts about Smith's life can be gleaned from his 1848
diary which is available on microfilm at the Herrick Public
Library in Holland. Other facts about Smith are in his official reports written to the Superintendent of Indian Affairs
at Detroit and which were forwarded to the Commissioner of
Indian Affairs, War Department, Washington, D.C. These reports
are included in the Executive Documents which were printed when
the President sent them to Congress each year.
In 1845 the Acting Superintendent in Detroit wote the
following in his summary of Indian matters.
The remnant of the Black River and the Swan Creek
Indians yet in Michigan have selected a spot and made a
settlement, and are now in a fair way to become prosperous and civilized.
The earliest report of the Rev. George N. Smith was dated
June 30, 1945. In thi , his first report which is reproduced in
full, are the following significant facts: f
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1. Rev. Smith must have come to the Holland area
as a Congregational Church missionary.
2. There was an unhealthiness in the area for he reports
on the sickliness of the Indians.
3. Other local residents, presumably the Fairbanks and
the Harringtons sent their children to Smith's school.
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30, 1845.
DEAR SIR.: Agreeably to your directions of the 2c1 inst., I have the honor
OLD WING,

June

of forwarding to you my annual report.
The first of the year I received an appointment from government, as
missionary and teacher at this station. For this I was exceedingly thankful,
having labored here for five years and suffered great privations and afflictions, and had my work limited and impeded by very precarious and
incompetent means of support. During the year these evils have been
relieved by the receipt of government aid.
The Indians were very much afflicted with sickness the latter part of
summer and fall. The sickness was very general—not a family was exempt ;—several deaths occurred, both of adults and children. These facts,
with the fact that they had camped for the hot season on the lake shore
four miles from the school-house, prevented my opening school till late in
the full; they also very much impeded the farming operations.
In November I commenced school, and continued it till sugaring time
this spring. The school was well attended.
- 30
Number of males
Number of females - 12
Whole number
- 42
White scholars (2 males and 3 females)
5
These are my own children and two sent from the farmers, and I think
them a decided advantage to native scholars in regulating their manners,
&c., &e. Since sugaring I have not been able to get the children to
school. Sickness and other evils have combined to prevent their attendance ;
though I have recently obtained a pledge in council, which I think may
be relied on, that after a short time I shall have scholars the year through.
The books used the past year are, the Elementary Spelling Book, and the
Union reading books Nos. 1, 2, and 3. 1 taught writing, and a part of
the scholars write a very fair hand. I also exercise the school in intellectua.1 arithmetic and vocal music every day. The advancement of the
scholars in all these branches of learning is decidedly good, as also in
orderly behavior in school. I also taught singing-schoo-1 a part of the
winter with good effect. Our meetings on the Sabbath have been steadily
though not very largely attended, and the truths of the gospel are listened to with the deepest interest. The cause of temperance has done much
the past year, and in fact such a thing as drinking in the colony is not
known. bast December we formed a new temperance society of about
fifty members, which we have reason to believe will produce very favorable results ;—still some of the Indians drink occasionally, when absent
from home. The women have made considerable advances in their
domestic operations; most of them can make a good quality of raised
bread—Some of thefn a superior article; some of the girls have learned
to knit so as to make their own stockings, socks, &c.
Now, in review of the whole y,-qtr, it is but justice to state that their
progress towards a happier condition has been considerable, and the prospect of future prozress is better than the past, because prejudices are
yieldint7. and ditIcullies have been overcome, so that, with respect to civil-

ization, intelligence, morality, religion, and the securing of comfort a ble
means of support from their agricultural efforts, their condition is flat.
tering. Still there are difficulties in the way, as there must always- be
in attempting to raise the condition of a savage people to the enjoymerl
of the blessings of civilization and christianity ; but we are encouraged
to hope that, with patient perseverance, the time is not far distant when
. this band will bless the government for its means of improvement, and
for its fostering care.
I am, dear sir, respectfully, your humble and obedient servant,
GEORGE N. SMITH.
WILLIAM

A. RIcumoND,

Acting Superinkndent in

affairs.
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Rev. Smith made hd,£--accond report on September 10, 1846
and he again has a very optimistic viewpoint. Some significant
facts are:
1. He had taken leave of about six months to visit his
relatives in Vermont and, while there, he gathered
clothing for his Indian friends.
2. The Indian Chief, Joseph Wakazoo, died in Ocotber 1P.45.
3. Interest in farming was developing and the farmer, not
identified by name, was helping in this work.
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OLD WING MISSION, September 10,1846.
SIR: Agreeably to tile regulations of the Department, I send you my
annual report.
.-You have been informed of the fact that I spent a part of the last season on a journey to Vermont, my native State, for the health of my family.
We had spent about six years of privation and trial away from friends and
every improving association, and considered it our duty to make the journey, in order to recover our bodily health and refresh and invigorate our
minds, that We might return to our work with renewed energy and interest. Such has been the consequence.
While east, we collected a small amount of clothing in Swanton, my
native town, (about 830 worth,) and nearly the same in Cnosburgh, Vermont, for, the family of our chief; but, to the great grief of our mission,
he died soon after our return, and did not enjoy the favor; but it has
been faithfully put into the hands of his family, who were in indigent
circumstances, and has been a gieat relief to them. The death of the
chief, Oge-maire-mire, (Joseph Wakazoo,) was severely felt by all who
had an interest in the welfare of the Indians. He was about seventy
years of age—died suddenly, of a congestion of the lungs. Medical aid
was o' btained . for him, but all to no purpose; and when he closed his eyes
with the setting sun, on the 18th of last October, 1 almost felt that the
doom of our mission was sealed. He was wise in council, noble in spirit,
and upright in life. His advice was sought for, far and near, among his
fellow red men, and he should be regarded as a benefactor of his race.

